INFLUENZA PANDEMIC OF 1918-19

The most severe influenza outbreak of the 20th century and, in total number
of deaths, among the most devastating pandemics in human history

WHAT IS INFLUENZA? WHAT IS A PANDEMIC?

ORIGINS WHAT DO WE KNOW NOW? SYMPTOMS
fever

=——aches
WHY WAS IT CALLED pneumonia
THE SPANISH FLU?

nausea
diarrhea

HOW DID IT SPREAD SO QUICKLY?

THE PANDEMIC OCCURRED IN THREE WAVES
MARCH 1918 AUGUST 1918 WINTER-SPRING 1919
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Camp Devens, Massachusetts:
6,674 cases existed 6 days
after the first case

DEATHS IN THE UNITED STATES

Unusually, nearly half of
all deaths occurred
in healthy people

DEATHS AROUND THE WORLD 20-40
years old
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By some estimates, 40—50 million may have died

WORST PANDEMICS
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